
When the Sages took leave of the study hall...
they would recite the following blessing:

May you benefit from all of the good in the world, in your lifetime, 
and may your end be to life in the World-to-Come, 

and may your hope be sustained for many generations.

May your heart meditate understanding, your mouth speak wisdom, 
and your tongue whisper with praise.

May your eyelids look directly before you, your eyes shine in the light of Torah, 
and your face radiate like the brightness of the firmament.  

May your lips express knowledge, your body rejoice in the upright,
and your feet run to hear the words of the Ancient of Days. 

- Talmud Berkhot 17a





Rabbi Joshua Hoffman
AJRCA President & CEO
The Academy for Jewish Religion California is a beacon of light 
where we inspire our students to bring hope and healing to every 
Jewish community and throughout the world. These truly 
unprecedented times need rabbis, cantors, chaplains, and educators 
to bring wisdom, heart and solace where there is uncertainty. Our 
students are dedicated souls to help us all rediscover the authentic 
joy of knowing tomorrows are hopeful.

Throughout these pages you will discover a rich tapestry of history, 
our unique responses to confront the challenges of contemporary 
Jewish life, and a vision for a future guided by the wisdom of our 
ancestors and the spirit of possibility. Join us in supporting the 
AJRCA where our mission is to prepare future Jewish leaders with 
the confidence to offer guidance for all who seek connection. 

Chaplain Marlene Canter
AJRCA Board Chair, graduate 2015
AJRCA is built on the premise that everything we do will emanate 
from the heart and will feed the soul. The founders were clear that 
this would be a school that included an emphasis on spiritual 
development that they felt was lacking in seminary education at 
the time. We proudly identify this as ‘our beloved Academy’ 
because of the way students are made to feel during their years of 
study, and how the emphasis on spiritual development honors their 
growth as people and as professionals.

Having been a student in the chaplaincy program, I have 
experienced firsthand the impact my education has on me.  I 
learned, and now I know, that I personally have the capacity to 
positively affect the world around me, one soul at a time. That gift 
inspired me to serve in a position of leadership to ensure the 
continuity and success of this fundamental mission and to 
encourage others to experience the joy and satisfaction of being a 
part of the AJRCA community. We welcome you to AJRCA and 
invite your interest to learn and grow with us.



First graduating class in 2003

MISSION STATEMENT
The Academy for Jewish Religion California is a transdenominational institution dedicated to the 
training of rabbis, cantors, chaplains, and other Jewish community leaders. Its mission is to develop 
religious leaders steeped in Torah wisdom and traditions and capable of transforming Jewish 
communities into places where all Jews can grow toward spiritual wholeness and well-being.

It is the Academy’s intent to graduate Jewish leaders who will serve as agents of transformation 
wherever they work by promoting genuine concern for the joys and pains of all people, dedication to 
moral living, and commitment to viewing Torah as foundational for human wisdom and spiritual 
practice. 

AJRCA HISTORY
AJRCA was founded in 2000 by three creative, spiritually based, activist rabbis: Rabbi Stan Levy, 
Rabbi Stephen M. Robbins, PsyD, and Rabbi Mordecai Finley. They recognized the urgent need for a 
new kind of Jewish spiritual leader, one who could effectively serve the 21st-century American 
Jewish community in all its diversity. Determined to create the highest caliber institution, our 
founders recruited an illustrious faculty representing all of Judaism’s denominations, highly 
accomplished students, and dedicated community leaders.  

AJRCA was founded on the idea of gathering from the wisdom 
emphasized among the denominations, including the powerful ideas 
found in each of these movements but not by being beholden to one 
particular ideology. We feel that Judaism is not monolithic – sages 
from different centuries add to its profound wisdom as it adapts to 
new circumstances while maintaining its eternal principles and 
values. Thus, we immerse in the wisdom of the entire Jewish corpus 
of law and literature, and be bound by spirit, and the continued 

search for truth, based on faith and the wisdom of our elders and contemporary insights.

AJRCA TODAY
Today the Academy encompasses a Rabbinical School, a Cantorial School, a Chaplaincy School, and a 
Masters program with a number of specializations. Our alumni work in denominational and 
transdenominational institutions nationwide. They lead existing congregations and have founded 
new ones; they serve as spiritual leaders of day schools, direct religious schools, head chaplaincy 
organizations, and teach at colledges and universities. They are transforming the Jewish communities 
in which they serve.

Together, the rich life experience and maturity of our students, the diverse expertise of our faculty, 
and the uniqueness of our curriculum and training have created an environment and community that 
is intellectually and professionally dynamic, enriching and supportive.



WHY HERE – WHY NOW   
The World Needs Rabbis, Cantors, and Chaplains
Since 2007, when Boston University professor Stephen Prothero identified that Americans in 
particular are flunking in religious literacy, the challenge of communicating the eternal wisdom of 
Judaism has only become more acute. The generations living throughout the 21st century have 
already and will continue to witness unprecedented growth and transformation of virtually every 
aspect of human existence. There is a great need to create frameworks of meaning to interpret the 
cataclysmic changes we are experiencing in light of the overwhelming saturation of information. Our 
present forms of communication leave us wanting more while the enduring wisdom of Judaism 
speaks in a language worthy of attention.

In response, each change that we embrace at this unique time in history will need compassionate, 
thoughtful and responsible people who guide us to share and celebrate our humanity. Such a task 
seems particularly daunting today as the fabric of the social order is tearing before our very eyes. The 
world needs wise and caring human beings to teach us, to inspire us, and to help us heal. Where 
Jewish professional education has been on the decline for the past 20 years, AJRCA is growing and 
thriving year after year. The Academy for Jewish Religion California is the right education for the 
needs of today’s and tomorrow’s spiritual seekers. 

AJRCA Ordination 2024



AJRCA PROGRAMS 
Our academic programs are intentionally designed to fit into a student’s busy personal and professional 
life. The programs will challenge each student to expand their spiritual horizons and develop skills to 
support the spiritual development of individuals, communities and organizations. Our Masters of 
Jewish Studies programs offer areas of concentration that cover the wide range of knowledge that is 
necessary to master in the chosen field of study. No matter which program our students enroll in, they 
are well prepared in a spiritually challenging and growth-inducing environment, supported by 
teachers and fellow students to face new realities of our contemporary society.

RABBINICAL SCHOOL For over two thousand years, “Rabbi” has been the honored title of the 
Jewish spiritual leader. Our rabbinical students develop proficiency in all aspects of clergy life – sacred 
texts, Jewish law, education, counseling, chaplaincy, and more. They learn from the wisdom and 
practices of all Jewish denominations, immersing their hearts and minds in a warm and nurturing 
community dedicated to mutual growth.

Graduates of our Rabbinical School are ordained as “Rabbi and Teacher in Israel,” and receive a Master’s 
Degree in Rabbinic Studies. Successful completion generally requires a minimum of five years of 
full-time study, including required courses, supervised fieldwork, a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education 
(CPE), and a Master’s thesis.

CANTORIAL SCHOOL Our cantorial students master the melodies and chants for Jewish prayer, 
as well as contemporary sounds that resonate with today’s Jewish communities. They develop 
proficiency in all aspects of clergy life – education, counseling, and chaplaincy skills. Through 
immersion in traditional and contemporary styles and the wisdom of all the denominations, our 
graduates lead diverse communities to the gates of spiritual fulfillment.

Upon completion of our program, graduates of the Cantorial School are ordained as “Hazzan and 
Teacher in Israel,” and receive a Master’s Degree in Jewish Sacred Music. Successful completion 
generally requires a minimum of five years of full-time study, including supervised fieldwork, a unit of 
Clinical Pastoral Education, a recital, and a Master’s thesis.

CHAPLAINCY/ MASTERS IN JEWISH STUDIES There is a real and growing need for 
Jewish chaplains and AJRCA takes tremendous pride in remaining the only Jewish graduate 
institution in the world that prepares people to become board-certified chaplains through our Clinical 
Pastoral Education Program (CPEP), independently accredited by the Association of Clinical Pastoral 
Education (ACPE) and learning with rabbinical and cantorial professionals. Graduates of our 
Chaplaincy School will be called upon to work with diverse individuals, families, groups, institutions, 
and communities, within the Jewish world and beyond. The three to four-year program, where 
students complete fieldwork and a Master’s thesis, are among the requirements for certification. 
Graduates receive a Master’s degree in Jewish Studies as well as a certificate in Jewish Chaplaincy 
upon completion of the program.

MASTERS IN JEWISH STUDIES Jewish communal leadership isn’t just for clergy. The Academy 
offers leadership specializations in several areas within the Master of Jewish Studies degree. Students 
acquire core Jewish knowledge and a range of practical skills useful to synagogues, agencies, Jewish 
centers, and interfaith programs.

The MJS degree with a community leadership specialization includes 36 semester units in addition to 
Hebrew language requirements. A full-time student can usually complete the Master’s degree in two 
years, culminating with a thesis or capstone project.



Rabbi Ebn Leader | TALMUD

Rabbi Leader has been teaching rabbinical students for 20 years. He joined Rabbi Art Green in 
founding the Rabbinical School of Hebrew College, where Rabbi Leader taught across the 
curriculum in Talmud, Halakhah, Tefillah, Hasidut, and Kabbalah for over 20 years. He was also 
privileged to study extensively with rabbis David Hartman and Zalman Schachter Shalomi.

MEET OUR FACULTY

Rabbi Anne Brener | RITUAL AND HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Rabbi Anne Brener was ordained at Hebrew Union College and received her M.S. in Jewish 
Communal Service from Hebrew Union College.  She received her M.S.W. from the University of 
Southern California and is a faculty member at Morei Derekh, a program in Jewish Spiritual 
Direction. Rabbi Brener is the author of Mourning and Mitzvah.

Rabbi Margie Jacobs | MEGILLOT

Rabbi Margie Jacobs works with individuals and groups as a spiritual coach and is on the faculty of the 
Jewish Studio Process (JSP). She has taught nationally on Jewish mysticism, mindfulness, creativity, the 
Jewish holidays, and on embodied spiritual practices for Jewish organizations and congregations, 
including the Institute for Jewish Spirituality, the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, and Ritualwell.

Cantor Marcus Feldman | CANTORIAL AND LITURGICAL STUDIES

Cantor Marcus Feldman is Senior Cantor of Sinai Temple in Los Angeles. Trained in opera as a tenor, 
Cantor Feldman graduated from the University of Southern California as a Renaissance Scholar in 
2007 and was ordained from AJRCA in 2011. 

MEET OUR GRADUATES

Rabbi Lori Shapiro | AJRCA RABBINICAL GRADUATE 2010

Rabbi Shapiro is the Founder of Open Temple in Venice, CA. Her rabbinate is dedicated to reaching 
unaffiliated and intermarried families and seekers. She also holds an MA in Jewish Studies from the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College.

Cantor Lisa Peicott | AJRCA CANTORIAL GRADUATE 2018

Cantor Peicott is Senior Cantor of Wilshire Boulevard Temple.  A classically trained soprano, Cantor 
Peicott earned undergraduate and Master’s degrees in music from the UCLA Herb Alpert School of 
Music.

Chaplain Adam Siegel | AJRCA CHAPLAINCY GRADUATE 2014

Spiritual counselor at Beit T’shuvah since 2010, with a BS in Business Administration Miami 
University (OH), coordinates social action programs at Beit T’shuvah, stressing the importance of 
service in personal recovery.



POWERING THE JEWISH FUTURE 
It is the intent and commitment of the Academy to graduate Jewish leaders who will serve to 
transform North American religious life wherever they work.  Our graduates uplift the joys of 
seekers and comfort the pains of those who struggle. Our clergy are dedicated to moral living and 
articulate a profound commitment to sharing Torah as the foundation for human and spiritual 
practice.

Beholden to no particular Jewish denomination while drawing on wisdom from past generations and 
eternal principles and values, AJRCA is changing what Jewish leadership looks like today and for 
generations to come. Its curriculum and programs reflect the best of contemporary Jewry; preparing 
its students to serve Jews wherever they find them, irrespective of ideology or institutional 
affiliation. Embedded throughout its distinctive curriculum is commitment to the spiritual, 
psychological, and behavioral growth of each Jew as a pathway to fulfillment and meaningful living.

Although many traditional Jewish seminaries are currently attracting fewer students, the Academy, 
since its founding in 2000, is steadily growing, and has already graduated over 200 rabbis, cantors, 
chaplains, and Jewish educators who now lead Jewish communities across the United States. 
Students enrolled at AJRCA represent a variety of ages, economic, and life circumstances.

PARTNERSHIP 
Academy for Jewish Religion California & Loyola Marymount University
The Academy for Jewish Religion California (AJRCA) and Loyola Marymount University (LMU) have 
forged a partnership that will help to fulfill their respective missions better together. The partnership 
began in 2018 when AJRCA was in search of a new campus home. At the urging of then dean of the 
Education program, Shane Martin, the relationship would not simply be one of tenant and landlord. 
With the support of the rector, Father Allan Deck S.J., the Vice Provost David Sapp, and the Dean of 
the Bellarmine College of Liberal Arts, Robbin Crabtree, the partnership was formalized in October 
2021.

Our respective missions actively seek out and cultivate strategic partnerships with a variety of 
like-minded organizations. The consistent trends of disaffection with traditional models of religious 
identity prompt a response that embraces our particular historical and cultural identities while 
discovering new vocabularies together to communicate eternal wisdom for contemporary minds. To 
this end, we are developing three primary areas of focus in partnership between our institutions.

Our Goals are to:

Convene leading thinkers on the role of religion in social responsibility

Further multi-cultural dialogue and collaboration

Offer leadership development opportunities for national and international education and social 
advocacy



WHAT IS THE COST

Student Cost
Rabbinical, cantorial, chaplaincy schools, and Masters in Jewish 

Studies programs require three to five years of course work if 
attending full-time.

Current Tuition, Fees, and Related Expenses

The tuition, fees, books, and related expenses per year as of 2024 
typically cost approximately $28,370 for a full-time student:

Thus, at current dollar amounts, each student will likely incur 
approximately $142K to complete a 5-year degree.

AJRCA Operating Cost
AJRCA operating costs are approx. $1.5 mil. 



HOW YOU CAN HELP
Tuition to any institution of higher learning is costly. AJRCA 
works very hard to keep our overhead reasonable. Our 
students are often working on their education at AJRCA as a 
second career while still employed at their first career and 
caring for their families. An additional cost of $28,000 a year 
or $142,000 over 5 years per student is a large amount of 
money. They believe, as we do, that caring for the Jewish 
people as a rabbi, cantor or a chaplain is the greatest of callings.  
They believe the sacrifices they make obtaining their 
education at AJRCA will ensure a better future for the Jewish 
people. We need your help securing AJRCA’s academic 
programs so we may educate and inspire the brightest and the 
best spiritual leaders for our Jewish future.  

There are many opportunities for you to 
participate as a donor to AJRCA: 

Directed Scholarships for each of our education programs

Endowments or Named Funds 

AJRCA/LMU Partnership – sponsoring conferences and 
certificate programs

Build our Beit Midrash – a physical space for the AJRCA 
library on the LMU campus

TO EXPLORE YOUR INTEREST 
IN SUPPORTING US CONTACT

EAROESTI@AJRCA.EDU



SCHOLARSHIPS
| UNRESTRICTED SCHOLARSHIPS: No permanent criteria are applied. AJRCA may elect 
each year specific criteria that will be applied to award any or all scholarships. 

| RESTRICTED SCHOLARSHIPS: Permanent criteria are defined and formally agreed to by 
the donor and AJRCA. Scholarship recipients are selected from a pool of candidates who 
meet that criterion. 

| CURRENT USE SCHOLARSHIP FUND:  Support by donors, gifting any amount into a 
pooled fund. Funds can be unrestricted or restricted. Money may be distributed until 
depleted or held to be used in subsequent years. 

| CURRENT USE NAMED SCHOLARSHIP: A new or established named scholarship, funded 
on an annual basis by a donor.  It is not endowed. A current use named scholarship requires 
the donor to meet a set minimum amount to name the scholarship for five years.  The name 
of the scholarship must be approved by AJRCA. The minimum amount is $25,000. A pledge of 
$5,000 minimum per year for 5 years is suggested. 

| SCHOLARSHIP FUND AGREEMENT: A legal document that details the use of the interest 
of an endowed scholarship fund and outlines the responsible unit for directing the selection 
of the recipient. The scholarship donor, representative of the unit, such as rabbinical, 
cantorial, chaplaincy, and the AJRCA President and Secretary sign the agreement, 
confirming AJRCA will adhere to the requirements specified in the agreement. When 
signed by all parties and notarized, it is fully executed. 

| GENERAL MERIT OR GENERAL NEED-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS: Scholarships designated 
for any student of AJRCA, regardless of major or area of study. The criteria can also require 
the recipient to meet a specific grade point average, number of enrolled hours, etc. as 
determined by the scholarship donor and unit. Scholarships can be established as current 
use or endowed. 

| SCHOOL OR PROGRAM BASED SCHOLARSHIPS: Scholarships designed for students 
pursuing a degree in a specific area of study or degree. The criteria of the scholarship can be 
merit or need based and may require the recipient to meet specific criteria such as grade 
point average, number, or enrolled hours, as determined by the scholarship donor and unit. 
Scholarships can be established as current use or endowed. 

| SELECTION COMMITTEE: A committee named by the AJRCA president or the head of the 
benefiting unit will review scholarship applications and recommend scholarship recipients. 
The donor of a scholarship may not participate in the selection to remain eligible for tax 
donation benefits.  Although rare, If the donor wishes, he or she may meet with the selection 
committee ahead of the application review process to further explain the criteria listed. 



ENDOWMENTS
| ENDOWMENT FUNDS: An endowment fund is one of which earnings of the fund are used in 
perpetuity to support AJRCA’s programs and goals, though the principal of the fund is never 
spent. By not spending the principal or corpus of the fund, it can generate earnings over time 
and grow, meeting and even exceeding inflation. Endowment funds are often used to support 
programs that need continual resources over long periods of time, such as faculty positions, 
academic programs, libraries, and student aid. Typically, the principal of endowment funds 
comes through donations, but could come from the selling of property or other windfall dollars

| ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP FUND: Support by donors, gifting any amount into a pooled 
endowment fund. Funds can be unrestricted or restricted. AJRCA Endowment policies and 
procedures apply. Based on an established annual endowment formula, only the released 
spending amount (payout is distributed each year.)

| ENDOWED NAMED SCHOLARSHIP: Named scholarship fund established with a minimum 
gift amount of $25,000.  Endowment policies and procedures apply. Funds released according to 
payout schedule for the named scholarship each year (percentage of endowed funds). 

| RESTRICTED ENDOWMENT FUNDS: Donors often set up a restricted endowment fund in 
which they designate the specific purpose for the income from the endowment will be used.

| UNRESTRICTED ENDOWMENT FUNDS: Donors may leave use for fund income from the 
endowment fund to the discretion of AJRCA. Each year, AJRCA may elect to use the fund 
income for many purposes such as operations and maintenance, current financial demands, 
special equipment or exploration of new fields or research.  

| UNRESTRICTED FUNDS: AJRCA and its units regularly receive contributions from donors 
through direct mail, telemarketing campaigns or similar avenues that are unrestricted in use. 
These gifts may be applied to any AJRCA purpose or to any purpose the benefiting unit so 
chooses. 

| QUASI- ENDOWMENT OR FUNDS FUNCTIONING AS ENDOWMENT: From time-to-time 
AJRCA may have surplus funds or gifts from donors that do not specifically stipulate current 
use or endowment purposes. In some case AJRCA may decide to place these funds in with 
endowment investments to improve investment return until such time as the funds are needed 
or while additional funding is being raised.  These funds are aptly called funds functioning as 
endowment or quasi-endowment funds. Such funds will often be used to meet long-term 
obligations that require continued support, like scholarships or professorships, or held toward 
an anticipated major investment several years later. AJRCA may withdraw these funds and 
spend them as current funds at any time. It is encouraged that AJRCA create a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) that articulates the intended purpose of this quasi-endowment fund. 
The MOU is internal and should be signed by the units involved. The MOU may be modified or 
ended at any time. Its purpose is to ensure well thought through planning and agreement 
among impacted units. It may also guide future leadership regarding intentions. 
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| POOLED ENDOWMENT: AJRCA will likely decide to pool together all its endowment funds to 
increase the overall returns on the investments. That pool may consist of common stocks, and 
other income producing securities. Each participating endowment fund owns units in the pool; 
AJRCA recalculates market value quarterly and determines per-unit share distribution 
(released spending amount/payout) annually. Units are notified of available payout amounts 
ahead of budget planning..

| RESTRICTED CURRENT-USE FUNDS: A restricted current-use fund is not endowed but is 
spent in its entirety according to the donor’s wishes. Only donors can restrict funds for specific 
purposes. Non-donor family members, friends, or others cannot restrict a donor specific 
restricted fund. AJRCA may elect to restrict non-donor funds for specific purposes. 

| UNDESIGNATED OR “SUSPENSE” FUNDS: Undesignated or suspense funds are distinct 
holding funds used while a donor is in the process of finalizing any fund restrictions or pledge 
payment schedule. These funds are temporary and become established named funds once 
restrictions are finalized or funding is complete. No expenditures all allowed from these funds 
until the gift purpose is finalized with the donor. Undesignated or suspense funds can occur at 
any time or many reasons, but often occurs toward the end of the year when a donor needs to 
gift for tax benefits but has not yet determined gift direction. 

| FUND VALUES: Endowments are evaluated using two measures: book value and market value.

Book value is the actual capital or principal invested. In most instances, the principal equals 
the gifts the donor made. However, if the endowment fund has a clause that permits the 
return of unexpended income to principal, or the return of a percentage of income to 
principal, the book value is the total gifts plus income returned to principal.

Market value is the current worth of the endowment investment—in other words, book 
value plus market appreciation.

| PAYOUT (RELEASED SPENDING AMOUNT) refers to the proportion of earnings AJRCA will 
release from the current worth of the specific endowment fund it has available to spend over a 
specified time.

For example: if a specific endowed scholarship fund has a $50,000 book value and a $62,834 
market value, and the formula applied is 4% of the funds average over 5-year period, the 
payout for the coming year might be $2,500. Specific description of formula is in AJRCA 
Investment Policies and Procedures. 
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When the Sages took leave of the study hall...
they would recite the following blessing:

May you benefit from all of the good in the world, in your lifetime, 
and may your end be to life in the World-to-Come, 

and may your hope be sustained for many generations.

May your heart meditate understanding, your mouth speak wisdom, 
and your tongue whisper with praise.

May your eyelids look directly before you, your eyes shine in the light of Torah, 
and your face radiate like the brightness of the firmament.  

May your lips express knowledge, your body rejoice in the upright,
and your feet run to hear the words of the Ancient of Days. 

- Talmud Berkhot 17a


